






A Christmas Eve Celebration &  Holy Communion  
December 24, 2025 

 

“…if we walk in the light, as Christ  is in the light, we have fellowship with one another…”  
 - I John 1:7 

 

The Service 
Prelude                                                            “ Christmas Concerto ”                           Shrewsbury String Quartet  

  Movement V: Allegro  & Movement VI; Largo  
 

Call to Worship                                                  “A Child is Born”                                                     Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

Processional Carol: Hymn  234              “ O Come All Ye Faithful”                                                        J. F. Wade 

Bidding Prayer &  Lord’s Prayer                                                                        Rev. Dr. S. Willard Crossan III  

Choir Anthem                                                 “Amid the Cold of Winter ”                Translated by Theodore Baker                                      

Proclamation                                                 “The Wonder of Christmas”                                                 Joel Raney 

As we seek the light, as the darkness grows bright, at the wonder of Christmas draws near, O come, O come, 
Emmanuel, and join us here. There is wonder in the hope of the birth of a King, there is wonder in the sound of 
the angels as they sing. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and join us here. 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath                                                                                              Debbie Fox &  Presley 

This evening we light the four Advent candles representing Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. On Christmas Eve we 
also light the center Christ candle which burns throughout the year. This candle represents Jesus. Our waiting 
has ended, our light has come. 
                                      
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. See, darkness covers the earth 
and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you. Nations will 
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.” - Isaiah 60:1 -3 
 

First Lesson                                                        “The Annunciation”                                      Rev. Jennifer Knighton  
- Luke 1:26-35, 38 

 
Celebration Response                              “Christmas Concerto”                                                              A. Corelli 

         Movement I : Vivace, Grave &  Movement II: Allegro  
 

The Meaning of Christmas                   Francis Cardinal Spellman                                                   Rev. Knighton 

 

Choir Anthem                                           “ Kneel With the Shepherds”                                                Patti Drennan 

                                                                                                                                                                 & Herb Frombach 

Second Lesson                                         “The Nativity &  Adoration”                                      Retta Rose Frampton 
- Luke 2:1-20 

 



 
 

 

 
The Affirmation of Faith                              The Nicene Creed                                                     Rev. Knighton 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the Prophets, 

we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Celebration Response                               “Christmas Concerto”                                                           A. Corelli 

Movement III: Adagio & Movement IV: Vivace 

Christmas Prayer & Blessing                                                                                                   Rev. Dr. Crossan 

Carol: Hymn 238                              “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                              French Carol 

Third Lesson                                                  “The Incarnation”                                                       Rev. Dr. Crossan                                                                       
                                                                                        -John 1: 1-14 

 

Celebration Response                             “Christmas Concerto”                                                             A. Corelli 

Movement V: Allegro & Movement VI: Largo 

 

The Great Thanksgiving for Christmas Eve 
Rev. Dr. Crossan & Rev. Knighton 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth. You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the earth. 
 

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, 
your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and 
spoke to us through your prophets. 
 



 
 
 
 
In the fullness of time you gave your only Son Jesus Christ to be our Savior, and at his birth the angels sang 
glory to you in the highest and peace to your people on earth. And so, with your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. As Mary and Joseph went from Galilee to Bethlehem 
and there found no room, so Jesus went from Galilee to Jerusalem and was despised and rejected. 
As in the poverty of a stable Jesus was born, so by the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by 
water and the Spirit. 
 

As your Word became flesh, born of woman, on that night long ago, so, on the night in which he gave himself 
up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." When the supper was over 
he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my 
blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me." And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed 
by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty 
Father, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Choir Anthem                                           “Night of Wonder”                                                        Gwyn Williams 
                                                                                                                                                           & Tracey Craig McKibben                                
 

Invitation                                                                                                                                      Rev. Dr. Crossan 
All who seek to walk in newness of life with Christ are welcome to partake of this holy sacrament irrespective of 
your faith community or denominational affiliation. 
 

Distribution of the Elements       Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving (All) 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. 
Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit to give ourselves to others, in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Sharing the Light of Christ                                                                                                    Rev. Dr. Crossan 

As Silent Night is sung the lights are being dimmed and the pastor will light a candle from the Christ Candle 
and, in turn, will light the candles of the ushers. 



Carol                                                  “Silent Night, Holy Night”                                                     Franz Gruber 

1 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 

3 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

4 Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 

[Please extinguish candles as the lights come up.] 
 

The Glory of Christmas                                “One Solitary Life”                                              Rev. J. A. Francis 

Rev. Dr. Crossan 

Closing Carol: Hymnal #246                      “Joy to the World”                                                         G. F. Handel 

Benediction 

Postlude                                                “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”                                Felix Mendelssohn 

Please stand 

 

 



nd there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, A
 keeping watch over their flocks at night. 

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,  
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 

 “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 

 he is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign to you; 
you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Adoration of the Shepherds 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Giorgione  
Italian / 1478-1510 
Oil on panel, 1505 c. 

 The National Gallery, Washington, DC
 

“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,  
‘ .’ Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

 ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’ 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.” 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Joseph the Carpenter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Georges de La Tour 
French / 1593-1652 
Oil on canvas, 1642 c. 

Louvre, Paris 
 

The painting depicts a young Jesus with Saint Joseph, his earthly father who is 
drilling a piece of wood with an auger. The shape of the auger reflects the shape of the Cross 
 and the geometry of the wood arrayed on the floor, set cross-wise to the seated Christ child, 

 represents filial obedience and the acceptance of his destiny as martyr. 
 

Young Christ is represented, hand raised, as if in benediction,  
with the candlelight shining through the flesh as an allegorical reference to Christ as the  

Light of the World. 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

Joseph the Carpenter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Georges de La Tour 
French / 1593-1652 
Oil on canvas, 1642 c. 

Louvre, Paris 
 

The painting depicts a young Jesus with Saint Joseph, his earthly father who is 
drilling a piece of wood with an auger. The shape of the auger reflects the shape of the Cross 
 and the geometry of the wood arrayed on the floor, set cross-wise to the seated Christ child, 

 represents filial obedience and the acceptance of his destiny as martyr. 
 

Young Christ is represented, hand raised, as if in benediction,  
with the candlelight shining through the flesh as an allegorical reference to Christ as the  

Light of the World. 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Merry Christmas to All...… 
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and to All a Good Night!and to All a Good Night!




